
Below are the responses to questions or comments received on or before the comment period closed at 

5:00 pm on February 18th
, 2022. 

Some comments or questions were duplicated and shall be responded to once. Your comments or 

questions may be combined with similar comments or questions by others. Comments external to the 

project limits (between 34th and Carson along Semmes and between Semmes and 34th along Forest Hill) 

will not be addressed here but will be forward to others for consideration. 

1. The only improvement needed is a traffic signal at 34th Street and Semmes Avenue.

a. Signals require high traffic volume, without the volume created by the one way along Forest

Hill Avenue, the signal is not warranted per design requirements.

b. This above recommendation does not address pedestrians crossing Forest Hill Avenue near

Forest Hill Park. The pedestrian signal will provide safer access to the park which was

identified as an important need during previous public engagement opportunities.

c. To better accommodate pedestrians, a pedestrian hybrid beacon will be installed near

Carson Street.

2. People commuting on Semmes through our neighborhood into downtown will not wait at the new

stoplight but will instead go east on Forest Hill, then turn left onto a neighborhood street (probably

33rd Street, where I live) to avoid the new stoplight. Is there a way to achieve calmer traffic and

easier crossing of Semmes AND discourage commuters cutting through streets

a. The new traffic signal at Semmes Ave and W 34th St will be in a coordinated signal system

on the Forest Hill/ Semmes corridor. This will minimize stops and provide a "green band"

for through vehicles. DPW does not believe there will be commuters cutting through

neighborhood streets to avoid the new signal. Vehicles cutting through will need to stop at

Semmes Avenue before making a right to head east. In the event of speeding on

neighborhood streets, DPW has a traffic calming program to address speeding.

b. Prior to the current design, the city studied options and determined this is the best suited at

this location.

3. What happened to an updated traffic study along Semmes Avenue to make it one lane or adding

bike lanes?

a. DPWs Traffic Engineering section will investigate one lane and possible bicycle accessibility

improvements on Semmes between Forest Hill Avenue and 34th Street at the conclusion of

this pedestrian improvement as a pilot program.

4. How do traffic engineers not expect accidents at the traffic beacon?

a. The current signal location was recommended by community input and relocated to its

proposed location to avoid sight distance issues. Advance warning signage can also be

provided to alert motorists to the upcoming beacon.

b. New signals activation undergo advanced warning prior to going live.
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56. Perhaps it will also help slow down traffic to the speed limit when the school crossing is flashing.

Will there still be a crosswalk light at Dundee and Forest Hill?

a. There will no longer be a signal to cross Semmes Avenue at Forest Hill Avenue/ Dundee

Avenue. Pedestrians will be provided opportunities to cross at the full traffic signal at 34th 

Street and the pedestrian hybrid beacon near Carson Street.

57. The median needs to be narrowed with short growing native plants and the bike lane needs

widened and actually protected via barriers.

a. The existing median cannot be narrowed within the scope of this project.

58. That corner by the bike shop is going to be like a corner at a nascar race now with no light there.

a. The proposed improvements include on-street parking and curb bumpouts to help promote

slower speeds through this area on Forest Hill Avenue.

59. Plz god fix sidewalks.

a. Sidewalks are being improved along Forest Hill Avenue as part of the project. Please contact

DPW if you have specific concerns about maintenance for existing sidewalks.

60. I understand that the community voting down the Forest Hill/Roanoke roundabout (I support) years

ago plays into the lack of bike lanes, however, we still need a solution .... More speed tables to

should be added to Dundee and Forest Hill Ave.

a. DPW has a traffic calming program which can be applied to help address speeding on

neighborhood streets. Adding these features as part of this project is outside the scope and

current project limits.

61. I really wish that an emphasis could be place on lowering speed.

a. An engineering study must be performed to determine a speed reduction. We will forward

this request to Traffic Engineering. Note that several features of the design (curb bump

outs, on-street parking) reduce the available pavement width for vehicles and help promote

lower speeds.

62. By doing this you are forcing even more traffic down Riverside Drive. Woodland Heights used to be a

peaceful neighborhood. Now we have the roar of motorcycles and cars. Semmes Ave. has needed to

be cleaned up for decades. More stoplights and police presence is what is needed.

a. The proposed improvements are not anticipated to impact Riverside Drive. The project

replaces one stoplight at (Dundee Avenue) and adds another at 34th Street along Semmes

Avenue is not anticipated to reduce capacity along Semmes Avenue. Requests for

additional enforcement will be forwarded to Richmond Police Department.

63. Lane markings in The Sims / Forest Hill area may also need repainting or clearer markings for

vehicles.

a. The proposed improvements will include new and updated pavement markings to delineate

the appropriate lanes for drivers within the study area.



Semmes Ave/Forest Hill Ave Public Survey 

Semmes Ave/Forest Hill Ave Public Survey 

1. What is your relationship with this improvement?

Answers Count 

a. I live in the vicinity 90 

c. I commute through the project area 25 

Other (Please Explain) 23 

d. I shop or do business in the vicinity 22 

b. I work in the vicinity 3 

• a. I live in the vicinity

c. I commute through the• . t proJec area

• Other (Please Explain)

d. I shop or do business in
the vicinity

• b. I work in the vicinity

Percentage 

55.21% 

15.34% 

14.11% 

13.5% 

1.84% 

Answered 163 Skipped 0 

2. Do you support this project?



Semmes Ave/Forest Hill Ave Public Survey 

•No

Answers Count Percentage 

Yes 111 68.1% 

No 46 28.22% 

Answered 157 Skipped 6 

3. Did the information help you understand the project?
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