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PROJECT PURPOSE

THE PURPOSE OF THE 

RICHMOND RIVERFRONT PLAN 
IS TO CREATE A 

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 
TO GUIDE THE FUTURE DIRECTION 

OF THE DOWNTOWN RICHMOND RIVERFRONT 

ON BOTH SIDES OF THE

JAMES RIVER.  
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PROJECT PURPOSE

THE PURPOSE OF THE 

RICHMOND RIVERFRONT PLAN 
IS TO CREATE A 

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 
TO GUIDE THE FUTURE DIRECTION 

OF THE DOWNTOWN RICHMOND RIVERFRONT 

ON BOTH SIDES OF THE

JAMES RIVER.

A CONTINUATION OF THE 

2009 DOWNTOWN PLAN  
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PROJECT PURPOSE

THE CONCEPTUAL PLAN SHALL INCLUDE 

A COHESIVE VISION FOR 

PHASED RIVERFRONT IMPROVEMENTS, 
HIGH-LEVEL ANALYSIS OF THE FEASIBILITY AND PRIORITIES OF 

POTENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS,
( BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ) 

ESTIMATED CAPITAL BUDGETS AND BENEFITS.  
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PROJECT PURPOSE

THE DESIGN SHOULD

ACKNOWLEDGE LOCAL RICHNESS
CONTRIBUTING TO 

A STRONG SENSE OF PLACE 
ALONG THE RIVERFRONT.
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PROJECT GOALS

DEVELOPS A PLAN THAT ESTABLISHES THE RIVER AS THE 
FOCUS OF THE COMMUNITY,

STRENGTHENS LINKAGES BETWEEN THE RIVER AND 

ADJACENT NEIGHBORHOODS,
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PROJECT GOALS

ENHANCES RIVER QUALITY AND USE, 

PROVIDES QUALITY OPEN SPACES AND PUBLIC 
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ALONG THE RIVERFRONT

IDENTIFIES STRATEGIC PRIVATE REDEVELOPMENT SITES,

IDENTIFIES STRATEGIC PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS
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PROJECT GOALS

THE PLAN SHOULD ACTIVELY ENGAGE THE RIVER,

IDENTIFY DIRECT AND VISUAL ACCESS TO THE RIVER,

ALLOW FOR INCREMENTAL IMPLEMENTATION,

PROMOTE A SUSTAINABLE RIVERFRONT CORRIDOR,

PROVIDE A STRONG SENSE OF PLACE.



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 10 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

AGENDA FORMAT

PRESENTATION  + Q/A

COMMENT CARDS
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SCHEDULE

SCHEDULE

TASK 1 - UNDERSTAND & CLARIFY

TASK 2 - CREATE & COMPARE

TASK 3 – ELABORATE AND REFINE
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SCHEDULE

SCHEDULE

TASK 1 - UNDERSTAND & CLARIFY
14 SEPTEMBER 

TASK 2 - CREATE & COMPARE
18 OCTOBER

TASK 3 – ELABORATE AND REFINE
13 DECEMBER
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TEAM

CLIENT   DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW

LEAD DESIGN HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES
ECONOMICS HR&A
URBAN DESIGN SUPPORT ODELL ARCHITECTS
LAND OWNER LIAISON REYNOLDS WESLEY
PLANNING SUPPORT MCGUIRE WOODS
ENGINEERING MOFFATT NICHOL
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HA PORTFOLIO

Arlington Roaches Run Baton Rouge Mississippi River 
Cincinnati Ohio River Chattanooga Tennessee River 
Dallas Trinity River Davenport Mississippi River Detroit
Detroit River Knoxville Tennessee River London 
Olympic Park River Lea Louisville Ohio River Little 
Rock Arkansas River Miami Beach Government Cut 
Nashville Cumberland River New Orleans Mississippi 
River Pittsburgh Three Rivers Portland Willamette River 
Richmond James River San Diego Waterfront 
San Francisco Crissy Field San Francisco Bay San 
Jose Guadalupe River Seattle South Lake Union Sydney 
Olympic Park Homebush Bay Washington DC Anacostia 
River Poplar Point



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 15 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

HA PORTFOLIO

LOUISVILLE WATERFRONT PARK
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HA PORTFOLIO

SAN FRANCISCO -CRISSY FIELD
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HA PORTFOLIO

SAN FRANCISCO -CRISSY FIELD



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 18 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

HA PORTFOLIO

CHATTANOOGA WATERFRONT
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HA PORTFOLIO

CHATTANOOGA WATERFRONT
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HA PORTFOLIO

LITTLE ROCK CLINTON LIBRARY
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HA PORTFOLIO

LITTLE ROCK CLINTON LIBRARY
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HA PORTFOLIO

NEW ORLEANS RIVERFRONT
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HA PORTFOLIO

NEW ORLEANS RIVERFRONT
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HA PORTFOLIO

NEW ORLEANS RIVERFRONT
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HA PORTFOLIO

HOUSTON DISCOVERY GREEN
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HA PORTFOLIO

HOUSTON DISCOVERY GREEN
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HA PORTFOLIO

HOUSTON DISCOVERY GREEN
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BOUNDARIES

TOTAL PROJECT AREA:  830 ACRES
LAND AREA:  524 ACRES

WATER AREA:  306 ACRES

MILES: 2.25
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JAMES RIVER EXPOSURE
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HISTORIC RESOURCES
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HISTORIC RESOURCES

RICHMOND UPON THAMES
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The Commons is important because it 
had a riverfront promenade and people 
could launch there, and probably fish 
free of charge. 

HISTORIC RESOURCES

MANCHESTER 
COMMONS

RICHMOND COMMONS

R. YOUNG 1810
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HISTORIC RESOURCES
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JAMES RIVER TIDEWATER
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ONE RIVER / ONE CITY
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GREAT THINGS ABOUT RVA

CREATIVE AND THOUGHTFUL REUSE OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES

INTEGRATION OF RAILROAD INFRASTRUCTURE  WITH 
OPEN SPACE AND DEVELOPMENT

ADAPTIVE USE OF STRUCTURES/SITES (BROWN’S ISLAND DAM, 
MANCHESTER CLIMBING WALLS, FISHING FROM MAYO’S BRIDGE, 
ROPE SWING AT TREDEGAR BEACH)

CLIMATE: MODERATE WINTERS - OUTDOORS ACCESSIBLE ALL YEAR 
/ HOT HUMID SUMMERS – LUSH VEGETATION

WILD DYNAMISM OF THE RIVER, LITERALLY DOWNTOWN
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LIVING THE DREAM:   AN URBAN, OUTDOOR RECREATION 
LIFESTYLE—WHITEWATER KAYAKING, ROCK CLIMBING, AND MT
BIKING ALL WITHIN MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN.  NO LONG DRIVES, 
NO WAITING FOR WEEKENDS

LIVING THE LEGACY:   HISTORIC SITES, STRUCTURES, AND 
MUSEUMS MAINTAIN STRONG LINKS TO RICHMOND’S PAST

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION:   CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
SIGNIFICANT POINTS BEYOND CHESAPEAKE BAY, DC, BLUE RIDGE 
PARKWAY, AND THE ATLANTIC

SMALL CITY LIVING WITH AMENITIES OF THE BIG CITY:
EVENTS AND FESTIVALS AND COFFEE SHOPS, MUSEUMS, GALLERIES, 
AFFORDABLE COST OF LIVING

GREAT THINGS ABOUT RVA
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ROADS
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NEIGHBORHOODS



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 40 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

POPULATION
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TOURISM
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ATTRACTIONS
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TOPOGRAPHY
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TOPOGRAPHY
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FLOOD DATA

CITY LOCKS GAGE 
@ GREAT SHIPLOCK PARK

ELV

46-52 FLOOD WALL OVERTOPPED 
(1 IN 280 YEAR STORM)

35.5 FLOOD OF RECORD - ‘72  
34 100-YEAR
28 “MAJOR FLOOD”
24 MAYO BRIDGE CLOSED
19 BRANDER ST CLOSED
8 MINOR FLOODING

50’ VERTICAL CHANGE IN RIVER ELV OVER  2 MILES
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100-YR FLOOD PLAIN
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500-YEAR FLOODPLAIN
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FLOODPLAIN STRUCTURES
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FLOODPLAIN STRUCTURES
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FLOODPLAIN STRUCTURES
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PROTECTED FLOODPLAIN
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FLOOD PLAIN

FROM MAYO BRIDGE STUDY, 
AMMANN & WHITNEY, 2011
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FLOODWALL CONSTRAINTS

4 LANE 
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FLOODWALL CONSTRAINTS

2 LANE 

3 LANE 
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SEWER OUTFALL
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CSX RAILROAD
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NORFOLK SOUTHERN RR
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PARKS
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PARKS
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PARKS
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PARKS
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ACTIVE / PASSIVE RECREATION
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PLAYGROUNDS
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PLAYGROUNDS
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PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
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PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 67 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
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EXISTING WALKS

ORLEANS

GAMBLE’S 
HILL

NS RR

TOTAL PROJECT AREA:  830 
ACRES

LAND AREA:  524 ACRES
WATER AREA:  306 ACRES
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PROPOSED WALKS

ORLEANS



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 70 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

BIKEWAYS

ORLEANS
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BIKEWAYS

ORLEANS
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CANAL WALK & CRUISE

ORLEANS

GAMBLE’S 
HILL

NS RR

TOTAL PROJECT AREA:  830 
ACRES

LAND AREA:  524 ACRES
WATER AREA:  306 ACRES
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PUBLIC PROPERTY

ORLEANS

GAMBLE’S 
HILL

NS RR
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PRIVATE PROPERTY

ORLEANS
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PUBLIC + PRIVATE PROPERTY

ORLEANS

GAMBLE’S 
HILL

NS RR

TOTAL PROJECT AREA:  830 
ACRES

LAND AREA:  524 ACRES
WATER AREA:  306 ACRES
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2009 DOWNTOWN PLAN
ANALYSIS



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 77 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

ORLEANS

2009 DOWNTOWN PLAN
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2009 DOWNTOWN PLAN
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2009 DOWNTOWN PLAN
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2009 DOWNTOWN PLAN
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2009 DOWNTOWN PLAN
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PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 88 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - NORTH



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 90 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

PENDING PROJECTS - SOUTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - SOUTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - SOUTH
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PENDING PROJECTS - SOUTH
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OPPORTUNITIES



RICHMOND RIVERFRONT CONCEPT PLAN
HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES     HR&A     ODELL     REYNOLDS WESLEY     MCGUIRE WOODS     MOFFATT NICHOL     CITY OF RICHMOND  VIRGINIA SLIDE 96 14  SEPTEMBER  2011

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVED CONNECTIVITY 
(PED+BIKE+ADA+WATERCRAFT)

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE

RESTROOMS + OUTDOOR SHOWERS

EXPANDED FOOD + DRINK CONCESSIONS

PLAYGROUND(S) 

INTERACTIVE FOUNTAIN(S) + SPLASHPAD(S)
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