
RICHMOND RIVERFRONT PLAN  IMPLEMENTATION PUBLIC FORUM

BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK
18 FEBRUARY 2014   //   7 PM   //   VA WAR MEMORIAL

CITY OF RICHMOND, VA

HARGREAVES ASSOCIATES
VHB  //  MOFFATT & NICHOL  // HC YU & ASSOCIATES  // LAM PARTNERS 

1717 DESIGN  //  DMY INC.  //  ODELL



IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

RIVERFRONT PLAN 

WILL GUIDE FUTURE DIRECTION 

OF DOWNTOWN ON BOTH SIDES OF THE

RIVER FOR YEARS TO COME

ONE RIVER, ONE CITY, ONE RIVERFRONT SYSTEM



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK





BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK

Brown’s Island

Climbing Wall

< Belle Isle



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK

Sun Trust 

Parking Lot

Sun Trust 

Bridge

NS RR

R&P RR 

Embankment

Climbing

Wall



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK

1900



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK

Mission Statement

As the first step in the implementation of the Richmond Riverfront Plan, the Brown’s 

Island Dam Walk (BIDW) will transform an industrial era structure into a

key connection between both banks of the James River at the center of 

Richmond’s Riverfront.

The BIDW will expand the Riverfront circulation network – a series of connections 

providing access along, across, and around the river – to serve a

diverse group of users – including persons with disabilities, cyclists, 

pedestrians, and runners – in their pursuit of alternative transportation, fitness, and the 

spectacular natural beauty of the Riverfront. 

The project models ecologically-sensitive and sustainable trail 

development by minimizing runoff, removing invasive species, and extensively re-

planting slopes with native species resulting in a diverse array of

new or enhanced habitats for the incredible flora and fauna of the Riverfront. 
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Design challenges for various 

alignments

switchback

“A”

“B”

“A”

“B”



BROWN’S ISLAND DAM WALK

Design challenges for various 

alignments

stacked switchback
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Design challenges for various 

alignments

helix
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Design challenges for various 

alignments

racetrack
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Re-vegetation of Manchester Embankment

• Re-vegetate with native and adaptive upland and wetland woody species

Existing Condition Invasive Species

Pueraria Montana (Kudzu)

Lonicera japonica (Japanese honeysuckle)

Stellaria media (Chickweed)

Setaria faberi (Nodding foxtail)

Microstegium vimineum (Nepalese browntop)

Ailanthus altissima (Tree-of-heaven)

Albizia julibrissin (Silktree)

Ligustrum sinense (Chinese privet)

Ligustrum japonicum (Japanese privet)

Hedera helix (English ivy)

Glechoma hederacea (Ground ivy)Ground ivy)
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Re-vegetation of Manchester Embankment
• Slope Stabilization Study by geotechnical consultant 

• Existing Tree Survey 

• Slope stabilization product (geoweb / geogrid / turfgrids) soil & vegetation

• Re-vegetate slope with native and adaptive woody species 

– look for volunteer opportunities
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• Improve and expand native and adaptive habitat

• Green infrastructure to manage stormwater on site

• Provide public access to enhanced Richmond riverfront environment
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COLD MIX
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Mission Statement

As the first step in the implementation of the Richmond Riverfront Plan, the Brown’s 

Island Dam Walk (BIDW) will transform an industrial era structure into a

key connection between both banks of the James River at the center of 

Richmond’s Riverfront.

The BIDW will expand the Riverfront circulation network – a series of connections 

providing access along, across, and around the river – to serve a

diverse group of users – including persons with disabilities, cyclists, 

pedestrians, and runners – in their pursuit of alternative transportation, fitness, and the 

spectacular natural beauty of the Riverfront. 

The project models ecologically-sensitive and sustainable trail 

development by minimizing runoff, removing invasive species, and extensively re-

planting slopes with native species resulting in a diverse array of

new or enhanced habitats for the incredible flora and fauna of the Riverfront. 
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MISSING LINK

BROWN’S ISLAND

DAM WALK
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DOWNRIVER: 

LEHIGH CEMENT PROPERTY
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